
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
Leases Additional Space in Hunt Midwest SubTropolis

Agency plans to expand its space by more than 50 percent in 2014

KANSAS CITY, Mo – Sept. 15, 2014 – The National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), the nation’s 
official record keeper, has agreed to increase their operating space in Hunt Midwest SubTropolis by 112,000 
square feet. This marks NARA’s second expansion since moving to the underground business complex, bringing 
its total square footage to 304,000. The new archival preservation space will be completed and ready for use by 
the end of this year.

“When NARA first took occupancy in SubTropolis, we began with 102,000 square feet of space and the 
expectation to grow over the next few years based on need. We already added 90,000 square feet,” said Theresa 
Mellon, director of the Kansas City Federal Records Center. “We are excited to continue our relationship with 
Hunt Midwest and complete the latest stage of our expansion this year.”

Each of NARA’s current storage bays contains 15-foot-high shelving, which allows the agency to store 
approximately 250,000 boxes of federal records per bay. The additional space will include more storage bays to 
accommodate the growing number of federal and archival records being managed by the Kansas City location. 
Additional archival offices will also be included in the new build out. NARA cited the consistent temperature, 
which is essential for storage of important national documents, lease rates 30-50 percent less than above-ground 
facilities, lower utility costs, and 24/7 on-site maintenance and security as key benefits SubTropolis provides.

“We understand the critical importance of providing a highly secure, dust free and humidity controlled 
environment for NARA,” said Ora Reynolds, president of Hunt Midwest. “Our partnership with NARA and other 
government agencies works because SubTropolis allows for unlimited expansion capabilities, significant savings 
in energy costs and protection from natural disasters – all key components for government organizations but 
often challenging to find in one single facility.”

Construction of the 202,000 square foot NARA expansion commenced in April and will be ready to accept 
shipments in December 2014. 

About Hunt Midwest
Hunt Midwest is a full-service real estate development company with a focus on industrial, commercial, retail, 
mission critical, multifamily, senior living and residential real estate. Its portfolio is anchored by SubTropolis, the 
world’s largest underground business complex. Hunt Midwest is a Kansas City-based, privately held company 
owned by the Lamar Hunt family. The Hunt family business is a diverse portfolio of entities involved in real estate, 
sports/media, energy/resources, private equity and investments. Marquee entities include the Kansas City Chiefs, 
Hunt Midwest, FC Dallas Soccer Club, Toyota Stadium, Chicago Bulls and United Center.
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About SubTropolis
As the world’s largest underground business complex, SubTropolis sets the standard for subsurface business 
developments. SubTropolis was created through the mining of a 270-million-year-old limestone deposit. In the 
mining process, limestone is removed by the room and pillar method, leaving 25-foot square pillars that are on 
65-foot centers and 40 feet apart. SubTropolis is home to more than 50 local, regional, national and international 
companies that employ in excess of 1,600 people.

In 2012, SubTropolis earned a perfect ENERGY STAR energy performance rating of 100 in the category of 
unrefrigerated warehouse from the EPA. Of the six warehouse facilities in Kansas and Missouri that have earned 
the ENERGY STAR, SubTropolis is the only one to receive a perfect rating.

About National Archives and Records Administration (NARA)
The National Archives is an independent Federal agency that preserves and shares with the public records that 
trace the story of our nation, government, and the American people. From the Declaration of Independence 
to accounts of ordinary Americans, the holdings of the National Archives directly touch the lives of millions 
of people. The National Archives, as the nation’s record keeper, holds one of the world’s largest moving image 
repositories, with more than 360,000 reels of motion picture film titles. The National Archives carries out its 
mission through a nationwide network of archives, records centers, and Presidential Libraries, and online at 
www.archives.gov.
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