
Hunt Midwest SubTropolis Receives Perfect ENERGY STAR Rating 
from EPA and DOE

World’s largest underground business complex is the only unrefrigerated warehouse 
in Kansas or Missouri to receive an energy performance score of 100

KANSAS CITY, Mo – May 22, 2012 – Hunt Midwest Real Estate Development, Inc. announces that Hunt Midwest 
SubTropolis has earned the ENERGY STAR from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the U.S. 
Department of Energy (DOE).  An ENERGY STAR certified facility meets strict energy performance standards set by 
the EPA and uses less energy, is less expensive to operate and causes fewer greenhouse gas emissions than its peers.  
Qualifying buildings must also meet standards for indoor air quality, lighting, ventilation and thermal comfort.

SubTropolis, the world’s largest underground business complex, received a perfect ENERGY STAR energy 
performance rating of 100 in the category of unrefrigerated warehouse.  There are six other facilities in Missouri 
and two in Kansas that have received the EPA’s ENERGY STAR in the same category.  Nationwide, less than 15 
unrefrigerated warehouses have earned a 100 rating.

The geothermal properties of SubTropolis drastically reduce energy consumption and saves natural resources, 
lowering utility costs by 50 to 70 percent.  As an example, Vanguard Packaging CEO Mark Mathes estimates his 
company, which has operated in SubTropolis since 1979, saves about $50,000 per month on heating and cooling 
costs alone.

“The eco-friendly benefits of the underground simply can’t be duplicated in a surface building,” said Ora 
Reynolds, president of Hunt Midwest Real Estate Development.  “Earning the highest ENERGY STAR rating 
possible is further evidence of SubTropolis’ energy efficiency and small carbon footprint.” 

To qualify for the ENERGY STAR, a building or manufacturing plant must earn a 75 or higher on the EPA’s 1-100 
energy performance scale, indicating that the facility performs better than at least 75 percent of similar buildings 
nationwide.  The ENERGY STAR energy performance scale accounts for differences in operating conditions, 
regional weather data and other important considerations.

“With 5 million square feet of leasable space and more than 8 million square feet available for future 
development, we like to say SubTropolis has the world’s ‘largest green roof,’” said Reynolds.

About the ENERGY STAR Program
ENERGY STAR is a joint program of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Department of Energy 
helping us all save money and protect the environment through energy efficient products and practices.  An 
ENERGY STAR certified facility meets strict energy performance standards set by EPA and uses less energy, is 
less expensive to operate, and causes fewer greenhouse gas emissions than its peers.  Energy use in commercial 
buildings and manufacturing plants accounts for nearly half of all energy consumption in the U.S. at a cost of 
over $200 billion per year, more than any other sector of the economy.  Commercial and industrial facilities are 
also responsible for nearly half of U.S. greenhouse gas emissions which contribute to climate change.  With help 
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from the EPA’s ENERGY STAR program, thousands of businesses and organizations are improving the energy ef-
ficiency of the places where we work, play and learn and are saving billions of dollars while preventing millions of 
tons of greenhouse gas emissions from entering the atmosphere each year.

About SubTropolis
As the largest underground business complex in the world, Hunt Midwest SubTropolis sets the standard for 
subsurface business developments. SubTropolis was created through the mining of a 270-million-year-old 
limestone deposit. In the mining process, limestone is removed by the room and pillar method, leaving 25-foot 
square pillars that are on 65-foot centers and 40 feet apart.

Among the many benefits tenants enjoy are low lease rates that are 30-50 percent less than above-ground 
facilities; low utility costs that offer 50-70 percent savings in total energy costs; and the largest foreign-trade 
zone under one roof in the United States. SubTropolis is home to more than 50 local, regional, national and 
international companies which operate underground and employ more than 1,500 people.

In 2012, SubTropolis earned a perfect ENERGY STAR energy performance rating of 100 in the category of 
unrefrigerated warehouse from the EPA.  Of the six warehouse facilities in Kansas and Missouri that have earned 
the ENERGY STAR, SubTropolis is the only one to receive a perfect rating.

About Hunt Midwest Enterprises
Hunt Midwest Enterprises, Inc. is a Kansas City, Missouri-based company comprised of two wholly-owned 
subsidiaries:  Hunt Midwest Real Estate Development, Inc., developer of over 6,000 acres of commercial, retail, 
industrial and residential property, and owner/developer of SubTropolis, the world’s largest underground 
business complex; and Hunt Midwest Mining, Inc., 50% owner of the region’s largest supplier of crushed 
limestone, Hunt Martin Materials, L.L.C.

Hunt Midwest, a privately held company, is owned by the Lamar Hunt family.  The Hunt family business is 
a diverse portfolio of entities involved in real estate, sports/media, energy/resources, private equity, and 
investments.  Marquee entities include the Kansas City Chiefs, Hunt Midwest, Chicago Bulls, FC Dallas Stadium, FC 
Dallas Soccer Club and United Center.
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