
Missouri lawmakers pass data center incentive legislation
Hunt Midwest praises progress after six-year effort to lure Missouri tech investment

KANSAS CITY, Mo. – May 20, 2014 — Every year since 2009, Ora Reynolds has traveled to Jefferson City on behalf 
of Hunt Midwest and the Missouri Coalition for Data Centers, lobbying lawmakers to pass incentives tied to data 
center development.  But because the incentives were tied to politically charged tax credit reform, each year 
Reynolds and other members of the statewide coalition came home empty handed.

“We’ve headed to Jefferson City with high expectations, excited to tell the story about how data center 
development can help Missouri’s economy grow, but a lack of consensus on tax credits had prevented any 
significant economic development legislation from passing,” Reynolds said. 

But not this year.  On the final day of the legislative session, lawmakers gave final approval to an omnibus bill that 
contained a provision that provides a sales tax exemption for the purchase of machinery, equipment, materials 
and electrical energy used or consumed in data storage or data processing.

If Gov. Jay Nixon signs the bill, Hunt Midwest, who recently opened the new SubTropolis Technology Center (STC), 
a mission critical data center campus, is ready to roll out the red carpet.

“We’ve been getting ready for this for a long time,” Reynolds said.  “The SubTropolis Technology Center has a 
highly scalable infrastructure in place with millions of contiguous square feet available for expansion, ample 
amounts of redundant, affordable power, strong connectivity with multiple fiber carriers, and a highly secure 
environment protected by a 150-foot layer of limestone.”

The Missouri Chamber of Commerce and Industry lauded Senate Bill 584 sponsored by Sen. Bob Dixon of 
Springfield and amended by Representative Myron Neth of Kansas City, saying the legislation will give the state a 
strong tool for luring one of the fastest growing industries to Missouri and to data center sites like STC.

“Companies are investing billions of dollars right now to build and establish data centers as the demand for 
storage of electronic data continues to grow exponentially,” said Dan Mehan, Missouri Chamber president and 
CEO, in a release.

Now the fate of the legislation lies in Gov. Nixon’s hand.  Reynolds is optimistic that the Governor will allow this 
piece of sales tax legislation to move forward.  “Missouri is such an ideal location for the data center industry 
due to its low cost of power, abundant power capacity, availability of fiber, protection from natural disasters and 
its deep IT talent.  This is an industry that was targeted by the Governor and DED in its Strategic Initiative for 
Economic Growth as an industry with amazing growth potential, high paying jobs and a strong job multiplier 
effect.  The Governor now has the opportunity to implement this initiative.”  
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About Hunt Midwest
Hunt Midwest is a full-service real estate development company with a focus on industrial, commercial, retail, 
mission critical, multifamily, senior living and residential real estate.  Its portfolio is anchored by SubTropolis, the 
world’s largest underground business complex.  Hunt Midwest is a Kansas City-based, privately held company 
owned by the Lamar Hunt family.  The Hunt family business is a diverse portfolio of entities involved in real estate, 
sports/media, energy/resources, private equity and investments.  Marquee entities include the Kansas City Chiefs, 
Hunt Midwest, FC Dallas Soccer Club, Toyota Stadium, Chicago Bulls and United Center.

About SubTropolis Technology Center (STC)
SubTropolis Technology Center is a mission critical data center campus that provides a highly scalable infrastructure 
for millions of square feet of contiguous expansion; redundant power with low kW costs; and fiber networking 
to meet the ever-growing bandwidth requirements of businesses.  STC is served by KCP&L, with two diverse 
substations and 161 kV transmission lines on the property.  The eco-friendly underground STC campus is protected 
by a 150-foot layer of limestone, making it a Tier IV compliant structure.  STC provides a Meet-Me-Room for 
interconnection with major carriers and service providers and a six-acre equipment yard on the exterior surface.  In 
addition to LightEdge Solutions, future tenants will include government agencies and enterprise users.
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